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do not want to abolish this whole twentyone billions of turnover. It is a case of selection, of proper balance, of not letting the
high-pressure fraternity rush us, force us
too hard.
Here in the United States we are like
children with new toys, and must go
through a period of picking them to pieces,
of examining them, of admiring them. In
the end we are coming out on the right side,
but it is going to be a long struggle. We
are up against twenty-one billions of dollars devoted to commercializing and mechanizing our leisure time.—Stuart Chase,
New York City Labor Bureau, in the Pittsburgh School Bulletin.
THE READING TABLE
World History. By Carleton J. H. Hayes, Parker T. Moon, and John W. Wayland. New
York: The Macmillan Company. 1932. Pp.
912. $2.20.
In scope this book covers the history of
the world, not only from the early beginnings of mankind to the present, but also
from China and Japan in the East to
America in the West. Well-organized, it
gives a straightforward, clear story of man
in his political and social development. An
especially interesting feature is the part
dealing with the foundations of presentday civilization, which is based on five great
revolutions: (1) the American Revolution,
(2) The Intellectual Revolution, (3) The
French Revolution, (4) the Latin-American Revolution, and (5) The Industrial
Revolution. There is a chapter on each.
The book is exceptionally well-written;
the language is adapted to secondary school
use, but holds one's interest from beginning
to end. The book contains a wealth of
beautiful pictures and illustrations properly
placed, and many clear-cut page maps. It
is well bound, and makes a good appearance.
For both teacher's and pupils' benefit at
the end of each chapter are found certain
study helps and questions, the questions for
the most part being simple fact questions
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covering the important facts in the chapter.
There is also a short selected bibliography.
This should be a very teachable book; it
is the best yet published for secondary
school use covering this field.
J. N. Mel.
A History of Virginia for Boys and Girls. By
John W. Wayland. With Helps for Teachers
and Pupils, by Alice E. Carter. New York:
The Macmillan Company. 1931. Pp. 432.
86 cents.
This is a revision and enlargment of Dr.
Wayland's splendid book of the same title
published some years ago. The only noteworthy defects of the original edition have
been remedied by adding a full index and
by devoting less space to military activities.
The author, however, has not been contented with merely correcting defects. The
illustrations and maps have been considerably improved in average quality and greatly expanded in numbers, thus making the
book an exceptionally attractive pictorial
survey of three and a quarter centuries of
Virginia history. No part of the state is
disregarded and no significant phase of the
development of the commonwealth is neglected. The reader is given a clear view of
the economic, social, political, and general
cul'ural progress of the people of Virginia
from early colonial days down to the present, He is also made to see the commendable role played by Virginians in literature
and in supplying national leadership in politics and other fields of activity. Throughout the book Dr. Wayland has maintained
consistently a high level of historical accuracy, an unswerving attitude of fairness,
a keen sense of proportion, and a simple
and readable style. The value of this generally wholesome state history is further
enhanced by the useful helps for teachers
and pupils inserted at the close of each
chapter. The book is written primarily for
the use of fifth grade pupils in the Virginia
schools and is admirably adapted to this
purpose. Adults, however, will find it interesting and instructive.
O. F. F.
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The Extea-Curricular Library : Dramatics, by
Pearle Lecompte; All-School Activities', by
F. C. Borgeson; Group Interest Activities,
by F. C. Borgeson. New York: A. S. Barnes
and Co. 1931. $1.00 each.
Several books in the Extra-Curricular Library have been previously reviewed by the
writer in this magazine. The three volumes
that are the subject of this review live up to
the high standard for practicability and
clearness of presentation set by the former.
Dramatics discusses the subject under
three main headings of "the what," "the
how," and "the where" of dramatics. This
volume comes at an opportune time when
the public is just beginning to wake up to
the exploitation of school children that has
been so prevalent in the professionally
trained, high pressure productions for
money, and that has characterized the socalled school plays. This offers something
better in its formal and informal play suggestions that have for their aim the development of the dramatic interest and feeling of
the children.
The two other volumes, while included
in the Extra-Curricular Library, have a
special designation, Elementary School Life
Activities, which indicates their purpose of
giving special treatment to activities of the
elementary school. The first volume, AllSchool Activities, by F. C. Borgeson, of
New York University, is a comprehensive
survey of the prevailing practices and
trends found in the best schools of the
country, and of the materials that have
been found practical and successful. Included in this volume are such topics as
home room activities, school management
activities, drives and campaigns, assemblies
and special day celebrations, and character
growth through school life activities.
The companion volume, Group Interest
Activities, by the same author, discusses activities of smaller groups such as clubs,
trips and excursions, publications, music,
and social activities. The author maintains
that school life activities on the elementary
school level are of as great importance
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educationally as are similar activities on any
other school level and can be carried on in
any type of school community, foreign,
poor, middle class, or wealthy.
C. P. S.
Class Size in High School English : Methods
and Results. By Dora V. Smith. Minneapolis: The University of Minnesota Press. 1931.
Pp. 309. $2.50.
To compare the efficiency of instruction
in ninth-grade English to class groups of
20 and of 50 pupils, approximately, was
the purpose of this investigation. Except in
letter writing and library work, the small
classes did not get definitely superior results. Large classes, it appears, "were decidedly advantageous for progress in spelling, increase of vocabulary, knowledge of
literature, and extent and variety of reading activities."
But the wary school executive, tho intent
on reducing costs, will not accept the implications of Hudelson's study of class size
and of Miss Smith's without perceiving that
special techniques were used to bring about
the satisfactory results here reported.
The author shows that elaborate machinery is occasioned by the increase in class
size. Methods of caring for routine matters must be systematized; there must be
definite and elaborate "pre-planning" for
the large class; the group method is employed to insure pupil participation in the large
class; there is greater necessity of motivation and recognition of individual differences in the large class; and a careful and
thoro-going testing program is involved.
All this requires many outside hours of
planning on the part of the teacher, as well
as the extensive use of mimeograph machine and clerical assistance.
Altho larger classes will seem to the
principal a step toward increased efficiency,
the effect of strain upon the teacher occasioned by an increase in class size must
be considered, too, and this is admittedly
ignored in this study.
C. T. L.
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Third Year Latin. By Harry E. Wedeck. Boston; D. C. Heath and Company. 1931. Pp.
438. $1.96.
This Third Year Latin embodies the factors that Latin teachers are agreed should
be included in a good Latin book. It is also
a fine example of the bookmaker's art; the
pages are larger than those of the usual
text; the type is plain and readable, and the
pictures are appropriate and interesting. In
addition it has a number of unique features.
The book is divided into five parts, with
an Introduction and Appendices. The Introduction furnishes the necessary background material for the life of Cicero and
contemporary Roman government, geography, and literature. The orations of Cicero
include the First and Third Orations
against Catiline, with summaries of the
Second and Fourth in English; the Manilian Bill; and the oration in Defense of
Archias. Another section of the book is
devoted to other shorter selections from
Cicero's writings. Parts III and IV, which
make the book unusual, contain selections
from a wide variety of Roman writers,
topically arranged in such a way that the
pupil becomes well acquainted with the
achievements and varied activities of the
Romans, and at the same time acquires a
knowledge of the home life, and the warmer, more human attributes of Roman civilization. A section devoted to epitaphs and
other inscriptions is both instructive and
interesting. Part V contains selections
from Ovid. The Appendix includes exercises in writing Latin which cover all the
topics required for the third year, and consistently drill on typical constructions.
Work in derivation runs throughout the
book.
J. A. S.
The Canadian Climate, By Clarence Eugene
Koeppe. Bloomington, Illinois: McKnight and
McKnight. 1931. Pp. 280. $2.50.
This attractively bound, helpfully illustrated college reference book devotes nearly
the first one-third of the volume to discus-
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sing the broad features of Canadian climatic
conditions. Then four climatic divisions of
the country with the sub-divisions of each
are considered. A reader appreciates a
volume that brings together the information concerning Canadian climate which is
available at present. However, the author
indicates the need for more complete data.
The pages which give the climatic data
for forty-eight stations distributed throughout the country should add to the reference
value of the publication.
If teachers-in-service have not had a college course in which climate was studied,
they would need to master some well-written elementary climatic material before they
could profitably read the reference, but such
reading is very much needed by many
teachers-in-service to overcome too limited
or mistaken climatic information.
R. M. H.
Shakespeare's Merchant of Venice, Edited by
Pauline W. Leonard. Boston: D. C. Heath
& Co. 1931. Pp. 118. 80 cents.
Julius Gesar. Edited by Max J. Herzberg, Boston : D. C. Heath & Co. 1928. Pp. 178. 80
cents.
That the plays of Shakespeare can be
adapted to the needs and tastes of young
and inexperienced readers is amply demonstrated in Heath's Golden Key Series. The
introduction, replete with preparatory material, conveys the student back to the time
and place of the action, thus enabling him
to take part imaginatively in the stirring
events of the plot; beautiful illustrations
aid him in visualizing the play on the stage;
copious footnotes and glossaries explain for
him difficult passages and terms; and brief
well-balanced summaries of the several acts
afford him an opportunity to form in advance of his reading of the text a connected
account of the story.
C. H. H.
Types and Times in the Essay. Selected and
arranged by Warner Taylor. New York:
Harper & Brothers. 1932. Pp. 646. $2.00.
To say that this book is merely another
collection of essays would be to express
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only a half truth and to do injustice to a
capable and discerning critic who has
chosen a body of varied, but rich and vital
material. The "classic" writers—Bacon,
Burke, Addison, and Goldsmith—provide
selections of high merit. British and American modern and contemporary authors—
Ruskin, Macaulay, Pater, Conrad, Morley,
Leacock, White, and many others—present
a cluster of essays and short compositions in
their best prose style.
C. H. H.

Literature and Life: Student's Guide, Book
One. By Miles, Greenlaw, Elson, and Keck.
Pp. 82. 28 cents. Book Two (Special Edition). By Miles, Greenlaw, and Stratton. Pp.
90. 32 cents. Book Three (Special Edition).
By Miles and Greenlaw. Pp. 122. 36 cents.
Book Four. By Miles and Greenlaw. Pp. 138.
40 cents. Chicago: Scott, Foresman, and Co.
1931.
The authors have supplied an abundance
of exercises—multiple response, completion,
simple recall, matching, and occasional truefalse tests^—that will help the student's
study-habits, stimulate his interest, and improve his knowledge of subject matter. The
guidebooks are closely co-ordinated with
the Literature and Life series of English
textbooks, and further increase the effectiveness of this finely conceived series. These
workbooks fortunately do not content themselves with surface facts, but require of the
student a real study of the literature and
a grasp of its content.
C. T. L.

Latin Words ok Common English. By Edwin
Lee Johnson. Boston: D. C. Heath & Company.
1931. Pp. 327. $2.00.
A simple and interesting treatment of
Latin words and their influence on modern
English, this little book will be valuable
both to the Latin class and to students of
English being introduced to philology. Its
many fascinating stories of Latin words,
its tracing of derivatives, its explanation
of curious shifts of meaning, its systematic
organization, all make the volume serviceable as a reference book or a textbook.
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Methods in Physical Education. By Jesse
Feiring Williams, John 1. Dambach, and Norma
Schwendener. Philadelphia: W. B. Saunders
Company. 1932. Pp. 262. $2.25.
This textbook is largely for specialists in
the teaching of physical education. The
relationships of this particular field with
general education purpose and method are
developed first; later applications are made
to particular methods of selected activities
with practical suggestions that range all the
way from the use of music in the primary
grades to methods in teaching swimming,
gymnastic, dancing, and athletics. Particular problems, such as discipline, drill, rewards and punishment, leadership, and efficiency in class work are discussed.
Your Speech. By Edwin A. Kane. Garden City,
New York: Doubleday, Doran & Company.
1931. Pp. 142.
This simple, concise book on speech
training deals with the student's life and
aims to make his speech more forceful and
expressive. It is made up of sixty-two lessons, principally of exercises which stimulate thought and expression. It is intended
for the younger student, or the child of
about ninth-grade age.
The main divisions of the book are: The
Study of Speech, Conscious Attention to
Speech, The Conscious Eye, The Critical
Ear, Control of Voice.
R. S. Hudson
Hernani. Edited by James D. Bruner. Illustrated
by Henry Meloy. New York: American Book
Company. 1932. Pp. 337.
Carefully prepared for 'classroom use,
Victor Hugo's romantic drama is here very
amply and ably edited. The text of the
play itself occupies but little over half of
the volume. In addition to the vocabulary
and map and 25 pages of exercises foxconversation, there are 40 pages of introduction and 80 of other notes. Besides rich
historical information bearing on the play,
these notes contain frequent comparisons
with other literary masterpieces and many
valuable criticisms of an interpretative nature, which serve as guides to appreciation
and good taste.
E. P. C.
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The Music Hour. Teacher's Guide for the Fifth
Book. By Osbourne McConathy, W. Otto
Miessner, Edward Bailey Birge, and Mabel E.
Bray. New York: Silver, Burdett and Company. 1931. Pp. 333.
An ideal manual for both experienced
and inexperienced teachers and supervisors
of music.
Examples and suggestions are given for
appreciation, sight-singing, ear-training,
and many other types of lessons. The work
planned is suitable for the average sixth
grade. The reading material and songs are
arranged in a practical fashion.
L. H.
John and Jean. By Eloise Davis Pickard and
Gladys Simpson. New York: American Book
Company. 1932. Pp. 95. 48 cents.
A most delightful first reader. The stories in Book One show how the West Wind
helps John and Jean enjoy the autumn days ;
Book Two finds the North Wind showing
them the delights of winter's sports; and in
Book Three the South Wind helps them
chase Spring in her green dress, and they
see the birds come and give the orioles assistance in building their nest. The illustrations are as charming as the stories. Children cannot but learn to read with such fascinating material.
Do and Learn Readers ; Boys and Girls at
School, a first primer. Stories of Animals,
second reader. .Interesting Things to Know,
third reader. By Margaret White and Alice
Hanthorn. 1930. Jean and Jerry's Vacation,
second reader. By Mabel Hubbard Johnson.
1931. Toby Chipmunk, primer. By Margaret
J. McElroy and Jessica C. Younge. 1931.
Betty June and Her Friends, primer. By
Lena B. Ellmgswood. 1929. Fact and Story
Readers, primer with workbook. By Suzzallo,
Freeland, McGlaughlin, and Skinner.. 1930.
New York: The American Book Company.
The subject matter of these readers
comes out of the actual experiences of children, and satisfies their curiosity in regard
to things in their everyday life. Each book
is attractively arranged, with pictures which
are colorful and childlike in conception.
And the vocabularies are checked with
standard word lists.
M. L. S.
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NEWS OF THE COLLEGE
John Powell, Virginia composer and
musician of note, appeared in Wilson Hall
on April 20 as the final number in the entertainment course. Again and again at
the end of his concert the audience called
him back with applause, and each time he
responded graciously.
His program follows:
■3
I. Brahms—Variations and Fugue on a
theme of Haendel.
H. Chopin—Nocturne, D flat major;
Mazurka, A minor; Scherzo, B minor.
HI. Debussy—Pour le Piano: Prelude
—Sarabande—Toccata.
IV. Liszt—Don Giovanni Fantasia.
Dr. Henry A. Converse, Registrar and
Professor of Mathematics, was recently
elected president of the Virginia Association of Collegiate Registrars for the coming
year. The next meeting of the Registrars'
Association will be held at Harrisonburg in
April, 1933.
Virginia Jones, of Gordonsvihe, has been
appointed the new chairman of the Standards Committee of the Student Government
Association. Her confederates are Nell
Taylor, Big Stone Gap; Evelyn Watkins,
Norfolk; Prudence Spooner, Franklin; Lou
Alice Aiken, Salako, Texas.
Appointment of new members of the Social Committee has also been made: Eleanor
Baker, Lovingston, chairman; Anna Larrick, Round Hill; Elizabeth Snyder, Hampton ; Cornelia Gilmer, Lebanon; Bobbie
Cook, Charleston, W. Va.; Dorothy Harris,
Carson; Elizabeth Winnie/Hampton; Martha Bailey, Windsor.
Under the supervision of Miss Miriam
Fairies and Mary Hyde, the Senior Life
Saving training and testing for this season
is being brought to a close. The testing is
being conducted by a corps of the Red Cross
Life Saving Service who hold their Examiners' Emblems. They are Margaret
Campbell, Julia Duke, Mary Farinholt,
Mary Hyde, Emelyn Peterson, Ercelle

